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Episcopal Diocese . Newark
The Right Reverend Mark M. Beckwith, Bishop of Newark « 31 Mulberry Street, Newark, NJ 07102« 973-430-9976

Equipping congregations... Empowering people... Engaging the world... with the hope and justice of Jesus.
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Liberian Episcopal Community in the USA (LECUSA)
10" Annual Gathering, Trinity and St. Philip’s Episcopal Church
608 Broad Street, Newark, New Jersey
The Report of the Pastoral Care Committee
April 10-12, 2015

For the period of our stewardship:April 2014-April 2015 Pastoral Care Committee

Let us pray:

"7 $%&'

We begin by reminding us of the function of the tBed Care Committee as one of the Standing
Committees established by this august Body at thearfual Gathering in 2008, and subsequently,
amended at the "8Annual Gathering in 2013. Pastoral Care Committeeshall represent the
Organization in matters requiring pastoral care asdistance to members of LECUSA and their
families.”

The report of the Pastoral Care Committee is inpsits: 1. Introduction, 2. Thanksgiving, 3. Paaitor
outreach, 4. Necrology, 5. Plans, and 6. Conclusion

1. Introduction — Following the § gathering of LECUSA, at Trinity Episcopal Churé)05 Piney
Branch Road, NW Washington DC in 2014, your hung#glevant was appointed by the Chairman-elect,
of LECUSA , the Rev. Dr. James T. Yarsiah, as geagon of the standing committee of the Pastoral
Care Committee (PCC). With prayer, humility, andhwthe affable committee members of five, |
accepted the responsibility. The Chairman of LEBU&d former Chair of the Committee, maintained
his membership on the Committee and automatichigause of his new position, assumed the title of
ex-officio. Dr. Yarsiah continues to play a vitgladership role that is appreciated. A cordial and
cooperative relationship exists among the memtmrsvhich we are grateful. We remind ourselves of
the bylaws constitution the Pastoral Care Committee

2. THANKSGIVING - During the year under review, the following personsachieved milestones in
their personal, professional life or in both, withwhom the community rejoiced.

05/24/14 -The Very Rev. Dr. Emmanuel W. Johnson; 20268 Md@&lasTerrace, Ashburn, VA
20147, officially became 90 years old. A grand' @@rthday celebration for Dean Johnson was
held on June 7, 2014.

In August 2014 -The Rev. Slewion P. Lewis of the Episcopal Churthiberia; enrolled in post
theological program at Luther Seminary, St. Pauhridsota.

07/05-7/14/2014— The Rev. Dr. James T. Yarsiah, Chaplain/VicarVabrhees College,
Denmark, SC, represented the College at tfle T8ennial Conference of Colleges and

1



Universities of the Anglican Communion (CUAC) atngkonghoe University, Seoul, South
Korea.

07/06/14— The Most Rev. Jonathan B. B. Hart; The Episc@alrch of Liberia, enthronement
as Archbishop of the Internal Province of West édri(IpWA), Trinity Cathedral, Monrovia,
Liberia.

07/1914- Sis. Emily Benjamin; 2 Thomaston Street, Newn@#,30263, 8 birthday.

01/04/15- Rev. Canon Frederick W. Walker assumed additioath as Rector at Saint James
Episcopal Church, Portsmouth, VA. He continues d¢oves at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church,
Suffolk, VA.

03/10/15 -The Rev. Dee Wellington Bright, Sr., is approvddis Doctor of Ministry (D.Min)
Degree from Hartford Seminary, 77 Sherman Streattférd, CT.

03/1/15 -The Rev. Dr. Wilmot T. Merchant, Il, began a thneenth Sabbatical from St.
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, North Myrtle Beach, BE.is currently in the Diocese of Accra,
Ghana as Guest of Bishop and Mdaniel.

The Rev. Theresa Saah, Priest-In-Charge of St. sldpéscopal Chapel, Chocolate City,
Garnersville, Monrovia, is visiting relatives inethUSA. She has been located in Charlotte, NC.

3. PASTORAL OUTREACH
The pastoral outreach has two subtitles: A and B.
A. lliness, surgery, recovery, or infirmed

06/27/14~ Dr. A. E. Nyema Jones of 1380 E. Hyde Pk., BApt. 607, Chicago, IL 60615.
10/10/14~ The Rev. Canon A-Too Williams, a successfulreiplacement and subsequent return
to Liberia in late December 2014.

11/ 05/14- Sis. Ruth Perry of 3358 Kady Lane, Columbus,43R32-7454.

12/07/14— LECUSA Tele-prayer service in response to Phegidishop Katharine Jefferts
Schori call for intercession for the eradicatiortiola in West Africa.

02/09/15- Paul George of 6240 Tahoe Rd., Woodbury, MN 5512

B. Prayerful Thanksgiving & Concern

08/02/14 -The Rev. John T. Griffith, retirement; Archdeac@ape Palmas, Liberia. Information
culled, from email between Chairman Yarsiah andMliost Rev. Jonathan B. B. Hart.

10/21/14 -The Rev. Theresa Saah, on vacation from the Epédc@hurch of Liberia.

11/08/14— The Rev. Maggie B. Dennis resigned her posit@iPdest-In-Charge of St. Michael
and All Angels at 1620, #7Ave, Scotland, Baton Rouge, LA., now worshippiricher former
congregation, Trinity in Baton Rouge; informatidraged by member..

4. NECROLOGY (please stand)

05/12/14 — Tribute at the funeral ceremonies ofthisellency, the Honorable, Interim President
of the Republic of Liberia, Bro. Gyude C. Bryantjnity Cathedral, Monrovia, Liberia, brother



of Sis. Mary T. Bryant and Dr. Kate Bryant, 3330 INisure World Blvd., Apt. 617, Silver
Spring, MD 20906.

05/14/14 — Bro. William H. Greene, Monrovia, Literiuncle of the Rev. Dr. Herman Browne,
Trinity Cathedral, Monrovia, Liberia and Uncle dfet Rev. Dr. Matilda Greene-Dunn, 7013
Rocky Trail, Chattanooga, TN 37421.

05/23/14 — Bro. Himmie Budu Wesley, Cape Palmaketia; father of Mother Elsa Wilson and
father-in-law of the Rev. Dr. James N. Wilson o#444, 92° Ave. North, Maple Grove, MN
55369.

05/23/14 — Sis. Mary Peah Neufville, Monrovia, Libe wife of the Rev. Fr. Edwin F. Neufville,
Monrovia, Liberia.

06/02/14 — Sis. Louise Johnson Urey, Monrovia, tidgemother of Bro. Clemenceau B. Urey,
Monrovia, Liberia.

06/24/14 — Bro. Albright Smith, Monrovia, Liberiggn of the Rev. Thomas Smith and of Mother
Henrietta Smith, Monrovia, Liberia.

07/24/14 — Sis. Martha Maitta Sandie, Monrovia, drib; mother of the Rev. Dr. Wilmot T.
Merchant, Il & mother-in-law of Sis. Dr. Eugenia Mbant, 4341 Live Oak Drive, Little River,
SC 29566.

07/30/14 — Sis. Madame Zar, New York, New Yorkiesiof Mother Greene & sister-in-law of
the Rev. Joseph Greene, 1002 Castlegreen Ct.,eSt@r| SC 29414.

08/13/14 — Bro. Herbert Okoro Nosegbe, Nigerighdatof Mother Salome Walker and father-in-
law of the Rev. Canon Frederick Walker, 6705 Kebage, # 104 Portsmonth, VA 23703.
08/24/14 — Bro. Momo Konneh, Episcopal Church @rjonrovia, Liberia; The Episcopal
Church of Liberia, Monrovia, Liberia.

09/18/14 — Bro. Boima Fahnbulleh, 2348 Benson PBale Apt. 107, Smyrna, GA 30082; son of
Mother Lucinda and the Rev. Andrew Afolabi, 2348Ben Poole Rd., Apt. 107, Smyrna, GA
30082.

10/19/14 — Sis. Maggie Margaret Collins, Monrovidyeria; mother of the Rev. Canon Frederick
Walker and mother-in-law of Mother Salome Walkef0b Kenny Lane, #104, Portsmonth, VA
23703.

10/21/14 — Four family members, Monrovia, Liberiakbola; of Bro. Emmanuel Massaley of
Detroit, MI, nephew of the Rev. Edgar Freeman’'s amthws of Mother Deborah Hines, 4
Claridge Drive, Worcester, MA 01602.

11/26/14 — The Rev. Canon Andrew O. Afolabi; husbaf Mother Lucinda Afolabi, 8803
Valencia Rose, Douglasville, GA 30134.

12/16/14 — Sis. Sarah Pratt, Grand Bassa, Liberiher of Mother Frances Hart and mother-in-
law of the Most Rev. Jonathan B. B. Hart in, repdiby the Bishop.

02/26/15 — Bro. Lucius Hayes, St. Paul, MN 5510&) Sis. Marie Y. Hayes, Luther Seminary,
2481 Como Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55108.

03/02/15 — Bro. James H. Pennoh, Newark, New Jemsgyrmation shared by the Rev. Canon
Frederick Walker, 6705 Kenny Lane, #104, PortsimovA 23703.

We pray for the souls of all those who have died assult of the deadly Ebola Virus Disease in tidoe
4,301, Guinea: 2,305 and Sierra Leone: 3,792. Al twoft 10,398 are the deaths confirmed by the CDC



Ebola website as of March 30, 2015. We continuestep the bereaved families and the people of Laberi
Guinea and Sierra Leone in our prayers as theytsestadicate and overcome this deadly virus deseas

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, and let ligirpetual shine upon them. Amen. May their souts an
the souls of all the faithful departed, through imercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. “Alleluia, Ghis
Risen! The Lord is Risen, indeed, Alleluia!” (BQ#,502).

5. PLANS

During the course of the year, the members of thmBittee agreed to the idea of offering more pastor
care to the members in their particular circumstanmeyond the announcement to the Community. The
members engaged in these pastoral acts:

Making telephone calls to express sympathy, theesgion of sympathy by mailing sympathy
card to bereaved family and praying with the beedaamily and or relative.

These further gestures have been appreciated tharttikes. We invite more ideas as to how we might
be more involved in the lives of each other as jiszkby the family.

We appreciate information brought to our attentigrmembers of the Community that made it possible
to share with the entire Body. In addition, we th#mose who have attended the funerals of our decka
members on behalf of the Community in identifying with the bereaved. In this regard, we are
wondering as to whether it might be a welcomed iteeollect the funeral bulletins of the services f
display at the annual gathering. We have a saofglee such funeral bulletin on display.

We applaud the Executive Committee for the wondevhy in which contact has been maintained of and
with the members over a decade that is contindimgloing so, we realize that mobility is an essanti
part of human activity. In this light, we are reqoending that members being relocated provide curren
contact information to the Executive Committee andhe Pastoral Care Committee in order that we
might update directory data. The Pastoral Care Cittegrhas had the unfortunate experience of spgndin
time researching email addresses of returned em@ilg desire is not to leave anyone out of theJoo
thereby fulfilling and living an example of our ldds command to us: “Love one another as | havedov
you” (Jn. 13:34).

6. CONCLUSION - In conclusion, we express our regrets for anyseion. It was not intentional. We
accept corrections to what is reported. We thaekcttimmittee members for their excellent servicee W
look forward to a continued cordial working relatship.

Respectfully submitted, The Pastoral Care Committee

Ms. Emily Benjamin, Newman, Georgia

Ms. Cynthia Gilman, Virginia Beach, Virginia

The Very Rev. Emmanuel W. Johnson, Ashburn, Viggini

The Rev. Dr. Dee Wellington Bright, Sr., Ponca Cidklahoma

The Rev. Abeoseh M. Flemister, Columbus, Oliommittee Chairperson

The Rev. Dr. James T. Yarsiah, Denmark, BxGOfficio, Chairman of LECUSA

March 30, 2015
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Presiding Bishop calls for prayer for Liberia, West Africa

Press Release on November 20, 2014 — Episcopal News Service

Collect written by LECUSA
Collect for the Day of Prayer for Liberia and Anglican Province of West Africa (December 7,
2014, 2" Sunday of Advent)

O God, our creator and preserver, we cry out to you along with our brothers and sisters in West
Africa, especially Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea, where so many lives have been lost. We
pray that as they continue to live and struggle with the Ebola Virus Disease, you will grant them
your grace and mercy that an end to this virus will come soon; and that life and community will
be restored. Give us the courage and strength to respond willingly to this great human need. We
ask this in the Name of the One who came and gave his life, so that we might live life fully,

Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen



